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Where is the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs Today? 

And what are the plans for the future? 
�

 
This booklet was designed to provide you, the metal detecting enthusiast with 
information about the Texas Council (also referred to as TCTC, Texas Council, or 
simply the Council).  It will describe the purpose of the Council, the benefits of 
being a member and outline TCTC activities.  If, after reading the booklet you have 
questions, feel free to contact one of the officers listed at the back of the book. 
 
The Purpose of the TCTC is outlined in the Constitution as follows: 
"The purpose of the Council shall be to unite, promote and encourage metal 
detecting clubs in the state of Texas, through education and instruction in the 
recovery and preservation of historical facts, relics, and artifacts. It is the intent and 
charter of this Council to develop and maintain a positive image for metal 
detectorists and their activities at local, state and national levels through 
performance of selected community service projects, charitable events and through 
adherence to the Council’s Code of Ethics." 
 
As you can see, the purpose is quite extensive.  The TCTC Board is committed to 
working to meet this directive and will strive, with the help of all members, to build 
an organization we can be proud of. 
  
Membership: 
"Membership shall be open to any person who is a member of a detecting club of 
good standing within the state, regardless of race, creed, ethnic background, gender, 
physical handicap or location of residence within the state, who is willing to abide by 
the Laws of the Council." 
 
Likewise, the Board will seek to cultivate interest and membership with both new 
clubs and member clubs and will strive to keep lines of communication flowing. 

  
What We Do: 
Annual Treasure Show  
Although best known for its annual show, the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs is 
much more than a Hunt, Show and Convention. 
 
Each year dozens of Clubs throughout Texas and neighboring states gather together 
under the banner of the Texas Council of Treasure Clubs Show to display a 
multitude of interesting items found by their members.  Each club exhibits items in 
creative displays and decorated booths. The primary reason for this display is to 
show the public what the club members do and how the items they find tell the story 
of our history and heritage.  
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At the same time dozens of manufacturers, distributors and dealers of metal 
detector and related products gather together to show and sell their wares. They 
inform the detecting public of their technological breakthroughs. They have 
knowledge of the latest products and ability to demonstrate their proper use.  The 
displays erected by these supporters of the TCTC are manned by professional Sales 
and Customer Service personnel, the very same people you speak to when you have 
an occasion to call. It is always great to put a face to the voice. They have questions 
and concerns just as you, but they are there not only to sell but to learn. They are 
intensely interested in what you like about their product or the competition. They 
are also interested in what could be improved in your opinion and what you would 
like to see in the future. Your voice is heard and duly reported to those that plan 
and design the next generations of products. 
 
Seminars are held at the Show free of charge to show attendees by these 
professionals and other notables in their fields of expertise. During these seminars, 
instructions, operating hints and tips are offered. In addition to updates of new 
metal detector products, the most popular seminars include subjects on research, 
collectables and specific hunting techniques.  
 
Those attending gain so much from personal contact with their peers. The 
camaraderie is unique in that persons of all skill levels meet to socialize and share 
experiences with both old and new friends. 
 
The networking possibilities between these friends and those from other regions and 
states offer endless possibilities for new metal detecting adventures. Introduction to 
specialized hunting techniques such as Relic Hunting, Water Hunting, and Cache 
Hunting are some of the more common exposures. 
 
 
Serve as Ambassadors of the Hobby  
Members of the Texas Council clubs are recognized very positively throughout the 
nation as Ambassadors of the hobby of metal detecting.  As a group they are 
involved in political actions and activities that concern detectorists everywhere in 
the state. No, they are not going to march or protest, but they will advise member 
clubs when issues or activities exist that require attention by the club members, and 
encourage members to take appropriate action to help our cause.  
 
These Ambassadors work in and with groups of all sizes to develop strategies that 
will benefit the hobby and the detecting industry. In many cases, they develop 
information and strategies in their groups that member clubs can use at the city or 
county level to resolve differences before they become problematic. 
 
Likewise, based on their experience and expertise the TCTC members have made 
numerous suggestions to the various manufacturers resulting in the improvement of 
products and their performance in the field. 
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Community Service Projects: 
 
Members of the Texas Council participate in Community Service Projects around 
the state:  
 

·  Kerrville Lions Camp 
Each summer we visit the Lions Camp in Kerrville, Texas to provide metal 
detecting instruction to the children who are attending summer camp.  All 
are physically or mentally impaired but after a session with a metal detector 
and instructor, they feel empowered and know that they are capable of an 
exciting outside activity. It is a life-changing experience for everyone who has 
donated a day or two of their time to this effort. The adult volunteers truly 
gain more than the children, but don’t tell them. 

 
·  Tatum Public Library 

Recently, we have undertaken the sponsorship of the Tatum Public Library 
Project whereby we conduct a planted (seeded) hunt with the prizes donated. 
All proceeds of this hunt go to the Library to help build a Children’s 
Learning Center. The first year enough was raised to pay for the land needed 
by the Library for the expansion. Other aims are to assist in the design and 
build stages. In the end, it will be an annual hunt to provide for the 
continuation of activities for children in Tatum. 
 

·  Cisco Museum 
The TCTC assisted with a renovation and clean up project at the Lela Hatch 
Museum in Cisco.  The museum also houses a wonderful display of old metal 
detectors. 
�

�
�
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Why get involved with the TCTC? 

 
What you get from the TCTC: 
 

·  PRIDE: Texas is the only state that has an organization to represent the 
hobby state wide. 

 
·  AN ANNUAL SHOW: A state wide show devoted only to your interests—

Treasure Hunting. 
 

·  CAMADARERIE: A great way to meet new friends and hunting partners 
across the state. 

 
·  DISCOUNTS: You receive discounts as a TCTC Member by prepaying for 

admission to the Convention. Hunt fees are also reduced for early entries. We 
hope to offer discounts for upcoming banquets if arrangements can be made 
with the caterers.  

 
·  ABSOLUTE PRIVACY: Any and all information sought from you is k ept 

strictly confidential and is never shared with anyone. We seek information 
only for internal use for the purpose of contacting clubs and (in rare 
instances) individual club members. 

 
·  PARTICIPATION: Also considered Community Service; we ask you to 

participate with us in honorable and beneficial activities to serve those in 
need. 

 
·  THE ANNUAL HUNT: Known by all far and near that the TCTC p uts on 

the largest Silver Hunt in the state and very likely the nation. Participation is 
open currently to all metal detectorists not only to members of Texas Council 
Clubs. It is not uncommon that the prize list contains over a dozen metal 
detectors and a dozen or more Gold Coins as well as two dozen Silver 
Rounds and/or Silver Dollars. Was it mentioned that all targets are silver 
coins and it is not unusual to have 10,000 to 15,000 coins buried? 
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How to Get Involved: 
 
If you belong to a Club that is a member of the TCTC, then YOU are also a member 
of the Council.  If your Club does not belong to TCTC, you can encourage them to 
join. 
 
There are many ways you can become active with TCTC! 
 

·  Make a point to attend the quarterly meetings 
·  Stay informed by visiting the TCTC web site and reading the quarterly 

newsletters 
·  Promote the TCTC within your club.  
·  Support the TCTC fund raisers 
·  Encourage your club to actively participate in the annual show - by 

providing a display, attending the show and assisting with activities 
·  Share your thoughts and ideas with others in the TCTC 
·  Volunteer to serve as a TCTC officer or committee member 
·  Participate in the TCTC sponsored service projects and political action 

efforts 
�
Remember – it is all of us together that makes the TCTC the amazing organization 
it is. 

 
�
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What does the TCTC have planned for the future? 
 

 
The following topics are those in various stages of completion. Not all will happen 
immediately and some will rely on funding. But all are doable and are being 
pursued by the Council for the benefit of its members. 
  

1. A lending library of Training and instructional DVD’s and oth er videos 
available only to member clubs for their members. 

 
2. An umbrella limited liability insurance policy for TCTC m embers only 

(names and club membership will be required). There are still many 
items to be worked out on this but it may protect you only while in the 
process of metal detecting or in sanctioned hunts. 

 
3. General Crime Scene investigation training and certification. This will be 

a class held once or twice annually and must be completed for 
certification. Once certified, those individuals will be announced to local 
law enforcement agencies to be called on when needed for crime scene 
searches under the direction and supervision of local law enforcement 
authorities. The same classes will be available for recertification if 
necessary. 

 
4. General Archeological Site Support. We anticipate giving site support 

and assistance to bone-fide archeological digs under the direction and 
supervision of recognized institutions of higher education and historical 
societies. This will required special education and training and 
acceptance by the institution or society. 

 
5. A General detecting and target recovery class and instructional DVD will 

be available for a nominal cost upon completion of the class. This will be 
divided into Novice, Intermediate and Expert Skill Levels. 

 
6. In addition to the annual competition hunt held in connection with the            

Convention, we are looking seriously at sponsoring other hunts for TCTC 
Members.   

 
7. Visits are now being scheduled by TCTC Officers to all member clubs 

over the year. During the visits they will answer any questions you might 
have about the Texas Council and their plans for the future. Your wishes 
and comments for the future will be gladly received for consideration. 

 

 
�
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What Does it Cost to Belong to TCTC? 
  
Each member club agrees to send the TCTC $3.00 per year for each of its members. 
The TCTC is a non-profit organization which operates on a modest budget. 
 
What do you get for your $3.00 and is it enough?   None of the funds collected from 
member dues are used for Show expenses. The $3.00 covers all the mailings to 
member clubs, pays for the TCTC website and printing not related to the TCTC 
Show, and Officer’s travel to member clubs and potential show sites. 
 
The costs of the convention facility, tables and chairs, drapery, insurance, site 
security, hunt fees and banquet meals impact the fees charged. To reduce fees for 
club tables and banquet meals, we would have to use member dues to augment their 
costs. 
 
The show costs are for show facility, tables, chairs, drapery, insurance, security, 
audio and visual equipment, electricity, etc. are totaled and divided by 100 (the 
number of tables we expect to sell) and that is the method used to arrive at the booth 
cost for clubs. The extra charge for dealers and manufacturers covers and 
unexpected show facility cost and miscellaneous costs (like printing and mailing 
flyers, show badges, etc.) 
 
The banquet meals costs are for cost of the meal, tax, facility add on, tables, chairs, 
floor space, audio and visual equipment for the banquet speaker and speaker 
lodging if necessary.  This is based on 200 meals being served 
 
The Hunt costs all come from hunt entry fees.  The security, insurance, rental, 
prizes and coins are paid for by hunt fees. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 
 
 
Q.  How can I become a member of the TCTC? 
 
A. If you are a member of a metal detecting club that belongs to the TCTC you 

are automatically a TCTC member. Each club pays a small fee (dues) each 
year for its members to be part of TCTC. At this time individual 
memberships are not available. 

 
 
Q. Why isn’t the TCTC Annual Show held in my city? 
 
A. The TCTC Annual Show is determined by the Officers and those willing to 

work putting on the Show. It is usually close to some of the Officers, because 
they will make many trips to the location getting everything setup. 

 
 
Q. Why isn’t my club’s information in this publication? 
 
A. Your club did not pay its dues or were paid after the book was released for 

printing. TCTC dues are due on January 1st every year. We hope to have the 
information in the booklet updated each year so a new copy will be available 
at the Annual Show. 

 
 
Q. When does the TCTC meet? 
 
A. TCTC has quarterly meetings, usually in various areas of the state.  Often  
 Times the meetings are held in conjunction with another metal detecting  
 event that folks might already be attending 
 
 
Q. How can I find out what is going on with TCTC? 
 
A. The TCTC Secretary will send quarterly newsletters to the contact persons 

in your club.  You can also check the TCTC website for new listings of 
activities. 

 
 
Q. I am new at detecting and would like to find someone to detect with.  Where 

can I meet others who share my hobby? 
 
A. Joining a local club is the best way to start.  There are usually folks who 

would enjoy having a partner to detect with, and frequently there are club 
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hunt activities for group detecting opportunities.  The TCTC is full of people 
who enjoy meeting other detecting hobbyists. 

 
Q.  How can I get more involved with TCTC? 
 
A. There are lots of ways and we need you!  

·  Encourage your club to be actively involved in TCTC activities 
·  Attend the TCTC Show, and help your club plan an interesting booth 

for the show 
·  Support the TCTC fund raisers 
·  Check the web site often.  Stay informed 
·  Be a part of the various service projects sponsored by TCTC, i.e. the 

Kerrville Lions Camp 
� �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�

Attention Metal Detector Users 
 

 
Where can you use your detector? 

 

 
 

CORP OF ENGINEER LAKES, SHORELINE, AND LANDS-Permission has been 
granted only on pre-disturbed sites, such as beaches and attached swimming areas.  
New Corp lakes and lands must be OK’d by the main office of the Army Corp of 
Engineers.  Each area has a district office. 
�
CITY OR COUNTY PARKLAND-Most are open to metal detecting unless notice is 
given by a sign or city ordinance.  This can be checked by contacting the Parks and 
Recreation Department in the city you wish to use your detector. 
 
PUBLIC SCHOOL GROUNDS-Most all are open to metal detecting unless notice is 
given by a sign, city ordinance, law enforcement, or school employee.  You can 
check with the school first. 
 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND ACADEMIES-You must acqui re 
permission!!  You can check with their office first.  These should be viewed as 
private property. 
 
PRIVATELY OWNED LAND (PRIVATE PROPERTY)-You must acqui re 
permission!! Permission should come from the landowner.  Also it is best to have 
that permission in writing. 
�
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) LANDS-Some areas of th eir lands 
are open for use of metal detecting, and some are not.  Contact the local BLM 
district office for the area you wish to hunt. 
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*AREAS CURRENTLY NOT OPEN TO METAL 
DETECTING* 

 
NATIONAL FOREST AND FEDERAL LANDS- Metal detecting is  not allowed!!  
Only by special permit acquired from the federal government.  Each area has a 
district office. 
 
HISTORICALLY MARKED LANDS OR SITES-Metal detecting is  not allowed.  
This site has already met the requirements to be significant and is marked to 
preserve its history. 
 
STATE PARKS AND LANDS-In Texas, metal detecting is not currently allowed in 
state parks or on state lands. 
 
************************************************************************ 
Remember, permission is always the best way.  Learn proper digging techniques, fill 
your holes, and pick up all of your trash, so that those who follow may get 
permission as well.  If we do not protect our hobby, we will lose it! 
�
�
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Metal Detector’s Code of Ethics 
 

1. Respect the rights and property of others 
 

2. Do not detect without the land owner’s permission  
 

3. Observer all laws, whether national, state or local 
 

4. Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible 
 

5. Never destroy historical or archeological structures 
 

6. Never destroy, damage or deface public or private property, or what is left 
of ghost towns or deserted structures 

 
7. Leave land and vegetation as it was 

 
8. Remove and properly dispose of all trash and litter when you leave 

 
9. Leave gates and enclosures as found 

 
10. Do not tamper with land owner signs, structural facilities or equipment 

 
11. Take precautions when digging towards a target where underground 

conditions are unknown 
 

12. All metal detectorists may be judged by the example you set.  Always 
conduct yourself in a manner that is courteous with consideration for 
others 

 
13. ALWAYS COVER YOUR HOLES! 
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TCTC Member Clubs 
 
Below is a listing of clubs which are members of TCTC, with meeting times and 
places, and contact or club Officer 
 
AUSTIN METAL DETECTING CLUB 
7:00 PM  2nd Thursday of each Month 
Woodlawn Baptist Church 
4614 Manchaca, Austin 
Meets in the Rooms 103/104, near the church office     
 
Larry Vickers     Blaine Nelson 
13306 Wright Rd     5007 Timothy Circle 
Buda, Texas 78610-5009    Austin Texas 78734 
larry@vickers.net     Punkin4048@aol.com 
512-243-1831 home     512-266-7058 home 
512-497-6669 cell     512-470-8756 cell 
  
 
 
CENTRAL TEXAS TREASURE CLUB - BROWNWOOD 
7:00 PM First Tuesday of the month. 
3803 4th Street 
(Jerry Sheller's new shop) 
Brownwood Texas. 
 
Elton Cox      Ed Ferguson (email only) 
2102 17th St      1706 10th St. 
Brownwood, Texas 76801    Brownwood, Texas 76801 
325-646-1254      325-646-3351 
ptrsins@web-access.net    1823retired@mymailstation.com 
 
Yvonne Peters (Elton Cox’ Daughter) 
ptrsins@web-access.net 
 
CONCHO VALLEY TRASH & TREASURE HUNTER 
7:30 PM   3rd Thursday of each month  
Stadium Lanes Bowling Center 
2105 Knickerbacker Road 
San Angelo, Texas 
 
Glen Stinson % AA TV    Allamay Schafer 
2435 College Hills Blvd.    326 East 26th Street 
San Angelo, Texas 76904    San Angelo, Texas 76903 
325-944-7088      325-655-6094 
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COWTOWN TREASURE HUNTERS CLUB 
7:00 PM  3rd Tuesday of each Month 
Ft. Worth Police/Fire Training Center 
1000 Calvert St. 
Fort Worth 76107 
 
Larry Carr      Cecelia Buckholz 
1107 Crestwood Dr.     7600 Pinehurst Dr. 
Cleburne, Texas 76033    Fort Worth, Texas 76134 
(817) 558-1235     (817) 568-0662 
carr5554@sbcglobal.net    cab4777@swbell.net 
 
Ed Pavlasek 
1516 Kingwood Dr. 
Keller, TX.  76248 
(817) 431-5891 
pavlasek@charter.net 
�
EAST FORK TREASURE HUNTERS ASSOCIATION  
6:30 PM  1st Tuesday of each month 
Mesquite Municipal Airport 
Airport Road 
Mesquite, Texas 
 
Larry Cooley 
2815 Catalina Drive 
Mesquite, Texas 75150-3246 
(972) 270-8696 
larry@fatfogy.com 
 
 
EAST TEXAS TREASURE HUNTERS ASSOCIATION - LONGVIEW  
6:30 PM Second Monday of each month 
American Legion Post 140 
305 American Legion Blvd. 
This is on the east side of Teague Park between Hwy 80 and Whaley Street. 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 9533 
Longview, Texas 75608 
 
Terry Smith      V.G. Rollins 
Box 455      2902 Jane Drive 
Judson, Texas 75660     Longview, Texas 75601 
903-734-7682      (903) 758-2336 
termar@texramp.net    rollins@tiagris.com 
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GALVESTON ISLAND TREASURE CLUB - GALVESTON 
 
Buster Toland 
16711 Marston Park Lane 
Houston, Texas 77084                                   
gailrmt@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: 281-345-6899 
 
 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE EXPLORERS SOCIETY 
7:30 PM  2nd Friday of each month 
Midway Hills Christian Church 
11001 Midway Road 
Dallas, Texas 
 
Jack Lowry 
PO Box 472531 
Garland, Texas. 75047-2531 
jayce5@verizon.net 
 
 
HOUSTON ARCHEOLOGY & RECOVERY CLUB 
6:30 PM  Second Monday of each month 
Hickory Hollow 
101 Heights Blvd 
Houston, Texas 
3 Blocks South Of I-10 
 
Byron Whitaker 
byron_whitaker@yahoo.com 
 
 
LONE STAR TREASURE HUNTERS CLUB - IRVING 
7:30 PM  1st Friday of each month 
Odd Fellows Lodge 
227 9th Street (9th @ Ohio) 
Irving, Texas 
 
Dave Totzke      Mike Skinner 
332 Plantation Drive     13502 Alexander Road 
Coppell, Texas 75019    Mesquite, Texas 75181 
972-462-0181 home     (972) 286-7014 home 
972-479-1995 work     214-354-8492 cell 
214-320-2986 cell 
totzke4@hotmail.com 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY ARTIFACTS & RECOVER CLUB - 
7:00 PM  3rd Thursday of each month 
Tamina Hall 
Robinson Road @ Hannah Road 
Conroe, Texas 
�
Buster Toland 
16711 Marston Park Lane 
Houston, Texas 77084 
gailrmt@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: 281-345-6899 
 
Diana Serres 
dserres@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
RUSK COUNTY TREASURE HUNTERS ASSOCIATION ON 
7:00 PM  2nd Tuesday of each month 
Eastside Baptist Church - Fellowship Hall 
Hwy 79 ~ 2.1 miles southeast of Hwy 259 & Hwy 79 
Henderson, Texas 
 
Harland Barton 
903-657-5493 
 
Keith Wills 
kwills@etex.net 
 
 
SAN ANTONIO AREA METAL DETECTING CLUB 
7:30 PM   2nd Thursday of each month 
Ruble Center 
419 E. Magnolia 
San Antonio, Texas 
 
Don Crawford     Robert Gilland 
111 Ravenhill Drive     4107 Treehouse Drive 
San Antonio, Texas 78214    San Antonio, Texas 78222 
(210) 923-3832     rgilland8@aol.com 
donc35@satx.rr.com     (210) 337-1581 
 
 
�
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SMITH COUNTY METAL DETECTING ASSOCIATION 
6:00 PM  3rd Saturday of each month 
Briarcliff Village 
3500 South Vine 
Tyler 
 
Bob Norman      Jerry Dodd 
PO Box 538      Valleyspot6@aol.com 
Chandler, Texas 75758    14256 Tracy Ln. 
(903) 849-6910     Tyler, Texas 75709 
scmda47@earthlink.net    (903) 534-9010 
 
 
 
SOUTHWEST SEARCHERS 
7:00 PM  2nd Monday of each month (except August) 
Lela Latch Lloyd Museum 
Cisco, Texas 
 
Bill Stephens      Duane Hale 
901 W.  Hullum St.     (254) 442-2374 
Breckenridge, Texas 76424    dhale@cisco.cc.tx.us 
billies@cebridge.net 
 
�
 
 

�
�

�
�
�
�
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Contact Information 
for 

Council Officers and Directors 
 

OFFICERS 
 
 

Mike Koenig, President 
478 Millwood Dr. 

Highland Village, Texas 75077 
koenigmc@msn.com 

 
Jeff Engemann, Vice President 

4909 Haverwood, #103 
Dallas, Texas 75287 

jengemann@dewberry.com 
 

Scott Hegel, Treasurer 
10200 Grand Oak Dr. 
Austin, Texas 78750 

sdhegel@aol.com 
 

Blaine Nelson 
5007 Timothy Circle 
Austin, Texas 78734 

Punkin4088@aol.com 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Don Crawford 
111 Ravenhill Dr. 

San Antonio, Texas 78214 
donc35@satx.rr.com 

 
Jack Lowry 

PO Box 472531 
Garland, Texas 75047-2531 

jayce5@verizon.net 
 

Larry Vickers 
13306 Wright Rd. 
Buda, Texas 78610 
larry@vickers.net  

 
�
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